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Birthright Citizenship Fact Sheet

The U.S. Supreme Court rejected the effort to end birthright citizenship. The Court examined the
Constitution, our nation’s history, the Fourteenth Amendment, and more than a century of legal
precedent — and it reached one clear conclusion: Birthright citizenship is a constitutional
guarantee.

This victory happened because courageous families stepped forward, community organizations
stood beside them, lawyers fought for them, and the courts listened. The Constitution belongs to

all of us. This is how our democracy and the rule of law are supposed to work.

To every family, every young person, and every community: You are seen. You are heard. You
belong. Your rights matter.

What This Means

For community organizations:

This decision is about more than citizenship. It is a reminder that our Constitution protects
fundamental rights. When communities organize, speak out, and go to court, justice is possible.
Justice can take time, but one of our nation’s most important promises was reaffirmed in court.

For youth organizations:

To every young person wondering whether you belong here, this decision sends a clear message:
You matter. You belong. Your rights don’t depend on who is in the White House. They are
protected by the Constitution.

For immigrant-serving organizations:

Many families have been living with fear and uncertainty. The decision offers something
powerful: reassurance. The Supreme Court confirmed that every child born in the U.S. is a
citizen. That promise can’t be erased by an Executive Order.

For housing, education, and community organizations:

If you work every day to help families build stable lives, the decision is a reminder that your
work matters. Our Constitution recognizes the dignity of the people you serve. It affirms that
they belong in our communities and in our future.
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Birthright Citizenship Frequently Asked Questions

1) What did the Supreme Court say?

The Supreme Court ruled that children born in the United States are U.S. citizens—even if their
parents are undocumented or have temporary immigration status. This is what the court said:

“Citizenship, then and now, was the right to have rights to freely participate in our
political community. The Framers of the Fourteenth Amendment extended that
promise to every free-born person in this land. We keep that promise today.”

2) Can the President end birthright citizenship with an Executive Order?

No. The Supreme Court made clear that no President can rewrite the Constitution with the stroke
of a pen. No President can take away the citizenship the Constitution guarantees to every child.

3) What does this mean for immigrant families?

Nothing has changed. If your child was born in the United States, your child’s citizenship is
protected by the Constitution.

4) Does my immigration status affect my child’s citizenship?

No. The Supreme Court rejected the argument that a parent’s immigration status determines
whether a child born in the United States is a citizen.

5) Why is this decision important?

The Fourteenth Amendment established a simple but powerful promise: citizenship doesn’t
depend on race, ancestry, or the immigration status of your parents. The Supreme Court
reaffirmed that promise.

6) What should families do now?

Continue living your lives with confidence. If you have questions, speak with a trusted
immigration attorney or community organization.

About the Legal Challenges

On Inauguration Day, Lawyers for Civil Rights sued and secured a preliminary injunction in Doe et al. v. Trump et
al., No. 25-CV-10135 (D. Mass.)—affirmed by the First Circuit in Doe v. Trump, No. 25-1169 (Ist Cir. Oct. 3,
2025)—protecting our clients, including expectant mothers and members of the Brazilian Worker Center and La
Colaborativa, while the constitutional questions resolved today by the Supreme Court were litigated.
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https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/our-impact/immigrant-rights/mothers-and-immigrant-organizations-sue-trump/?mc_cid=6e5a5ca150
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/our-impact/immigrant-rights/victory-federal-judge-issues-preliminary-injunction-to-protect-birthright-citizenship/?mc_cid=6e5a5ca150
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/our-impact/immigrant-rights/federal-appeals-court-strikes-down-trumps-attack-on-birthright-citizenship/?mc_cid=6e5a5ca150
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