
 

 

Testimony of Attorney Brooke Simone with Lawyers for Civil Rights 

to House Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security on H.5158 

 

March 4, 2026 – Lawyers for Civil Rights (“LCR”) is a non-profit legal organization whose 

primary mission is to protect and advance the rights of people of color, immigrants, and low-

income individuals in the Commonwealth. On behalf of the communities we support and represent, 

LCR respectfully submits this testimony to the House Committee on Public Safety and Homeland 

Security in support of the PROTECT Act, H.5158. 

 

ICE is engaged in what can only be described as a terror campaign, including the targeting of 

individuals in and around state courthouses. When people appear for court, they should be met 

with the guarantee of due process—not masked, unidentified officers waiting to detain them, often 

violently or simply based on their race or national origin. But that is exactly what is happening. 

 

LCR represents a family who was driving a relative to a hearing in Chelsea District Court when 

ICE officers surrounded their vehicle, smashed a window, and forcibly removed a fifty-year old 

mother—a lawful permanent resident—from the car before throwing her to the ground. These 

arrests are not isolated. ICE officers are carrying out arrests on courthouse sidewalks, in lobbies, 

and even inside courtrooms. Community partners report that in some district courts, these arrests 

occur multiple times a week. As a result, community members are now terrified to attend court 

hearings or participate in the legal process. 

 

The PROTECT Act defends access to justice by ensuring that courthouses remain safe spaces for 

all who enter. It draws a clear, essential line: civil immigration arrests in and around courthouses 

must be authorized by a judicial warrant or court order. It further bars ICE from entering private 

areas of courthouses without a judicial warrant. This clearly prohibits entry with an administrative 

warrant, such as Form I-205. The distinction between judicial and administrative warrants is 

imperative. LCR is currently in federal court challenging an ICE policy that purports to authorize 

officers to enter private spaces to make arrests using only administrative warrants, in clear 

violation of the Fourth Amendment. The PROTECT Act codifies this distinction to safeguard our 

constitutional rights. 

 

LCR also commends the Act’s reporting requirements and its authorization of enforcement by the 

Attorney General’s Office. These mechanisms for transparency and accountability are critical to 

ensure that ICE complies with the law. 

 

For these reasons, Lawyers for Civil Rights asks that this Committee favorably report the 

PROTECT Act.  

 

For any further questions or concerns regarding this testimony, please contact Staff Attorney 

Brooke Simone by email at bsimone@lawyersforcivilrights.org or phone at (617) 903-0576. 


