LAWYERS FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS
BOSTON

Senator Lydia Edwards
Massachusetts State House
24 Beacon St., Room 413-A
Boston, MA 02133

January 29, 2026

Re: Support for SD 3607, An Act Protecting Access to Justice

Dear Senator Edwards,

Lawyers for Civil Rights (LCR) writes to express our strong support for SD 3607, An Act
Protecting Access to Justice." This legislation is a critical and timely measure to ensure that
Massachusetts courthouses remain safe spaces where all individuals can exercise their fundamental
right to due process and access to justice without fear of civil immigration enforcement. On behalf
of the communities we represent, we urge passage of SD 3607.

Over the last few months, communities across the Commonwealth have experienced an
escalation in federal immigration activity, including detentions by U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) at or near courthouses.? Masked and unidentified officers have arrested people
in courthouse parking lots, on sidewalks, and even during ongoing court proceedings. Just a few
days ago, ICE conducted an arrest in the gallery of a courtroom at Boston Municipal Court. These
actions create a profound chilling effect that shuts immigrant communities out of the justice
system. Many victims and witnesses from immigrant communities are now terrified to show up
for court hearings and participate in the legal process.

At LCR, we have seen firsthand through our work with affected communities just how
much ICE’s tactics are chilling the pursuit of justice. Victims of domestic violence are unwilling
to come forward to seek restraining orders; those who need court protection now feel unsafe
seeking it. Immigrant workers are afraid to file wage theft claims against employers. Tenants
whose rights are being violated by landlords fear seeking assistance from the courts. Parents are
skipping child custody hearings. This undermining of the justice system not only harms immigrant
families across the Commonwealth, but is also detrimental to our collective public safety, with
many victims and witnesses now reluctant to report crimes to avoid being called to testify.

'SD 3607, 194th General Court (Mass. 2026), https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD3607.

2 See, e.g., Sarah Betancourt, Data Offers Glimpse into ICE Agents’ Presence in Boston District
Courts, GBH (Jan. 13, 2026), https://www.wgbh.org/news/local/2026-01-13/data-offers-
glimpse-into-ice-agents-presence-in-boston-district-courts; see also Simon Rios & Rachell
Sanchez-Smith, ICE Agents are Staking Out Local Courthouses. As They 've Roamed the Halls,
Mass. Court Arrests Tripled, WBUR (Dec. 16, 2025),
https://www.wbur.org/news/2025/12/16/ice-courthouses-arrest-massachusetts.
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LCR has long advocated for policies that promote equitable access to justice. Despite the
overwhelming threats and disruption to the justice system, the Trial Court has not updated its
policy governing ICE presence in state courthouses, making clear that legislative action is
necessary in the face of escalating ICE activity. SD 3607 directly and appropriately responds to
this urgent gap.

The proposed legislation establishes clear safeguards by requiring that any civil
immigration arrest at courthouses or on courthouse grounds, or of those traveling to and from court
proceedings, be supported by a judicial warrant. It also mandates that enforcement officers do not
obscure their faces with masks or other coverings inside courthouses, and that they identify
themselves, state their purpose, and provide court personnel with the required judicial warrant.
These provisions protect basic constitutional rights, promote transparency, and reinforce public
confidence that access to court will not be undermined by fear or intimidation.

Importantly, SD 3607 includes meaningful accountability mechanisms. By providing that
arrests or detentions in violation of the bill’s provisions shall constitute false imprisonment and by
authorizing the Massachusetts Attorney General to bring civil enforcement actions, the bill ensures
that its protections are enforceable and meaningful. Together, these provisions send a clear
message that Massachusetts will safeguard the integrity of its courts and the rights of those who
rely on them.?

This legislation represents a decisive commitment to due process, community trust, and the
integrity of our courts. Protecting Massachusetts courthouses from disruptive federal immigration
enforcement is not only an important public policy—it reflects our Commonwealth’s long history
of defending civil rights and the practical need to ensure that justice functions effectively for every
resident.

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. LCR would welcome the opportunity to
provide testimony or otherwise assist in efforts to secure passage of this critical bill.

Respectfully submitted,

Brooke Simone, Esq.
Lawyers for Civil Rights

3 See Ryan v. U.S. Immigr. & Customs Enf’t, 974 F.3d 9, 30 (1st Cir. 2020) (“the operation of a
functioning judiciary is unmistakably a fundamental exercise of state sovereignty™); Printz v.
United States, 521 U.S. 898 (1997).



