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Lawyers for Civil Rights

Mission 
Lawyers for Civil Rights works with people of color, 
immigrants, and low-income communities to fight 
discrimination, foster equity, and pursue justice through 
creative and courageous legal advocacy, education, and 
economic empowerment.

In partnership with law firms and community allies, we 
provide free, life-changing legal support to individuals, 
families, and small businesses.

Photo: Jacarrea Garraway
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Letter from the 
Executive Director 

At Lawyers for Civil Rights, we refuse to stand 
by in the face of injustice. We wield the law to 
empower people who have been threatened, 
silenced, and shut out. We bring legal expertise 
into schools, shelters, hospitals, community 
centers, and courtrooms — because justice 
must be within reach for all. 

Our work combines the strength of top-tier 
legal expertise with the heart and urgency of 
community advocacy. We deploy every tool 
available—impact litigation, policy advocacy, 
economic empowerment, and community 
education—to turn justice into a lived reality. 

We stand with communities of color, who look 
to LCR for justice in the face of unlawful and 
unprecedented immigration enforcement. 
LCR is fighting every day to protect immigrant 
rights, keep our communities safe, and restore 
the rule of law. This includes protecting 
birthright citizenship and sanctuary cities. 
We’re holding the government accountable. 

We stand with students, bullied and harassed 
at school because of the color of their skin, 
who turn to LCR when institutions stay silent. 
We fight back against systems that shut out 
immigrant children and against policies that 
exclude, reminding the nation that equal 
opportunity belongs to everyone.
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We stand with entrepreneurs, who rely on free 
legal assistance from LCR and our pro bono 
partners to navigate complex legal issues 
affecting their small businesses. These aspiring 
and established entrepreneurs are building 
generational wealth, economic opportunity, and 
community stability.

Our work is bold, strategic, and urgent. We’re 
responding to injustice and building the 
conditions for lasting equity. But we cannot do 
this alone. Thank you for being a part of our 
work and standing for justice.

  DONATE NOW

With gratitude,

Iván Espinoza-Madrigal 
Executive Director

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/lawyersforcivilrights
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CORE PRACTICE AREA

Immigrant 
Rights

In 2025, immigrant communities 
faced unprecedented attacks from 
the federal government. With each 
new challenge, Lawyers for Civil 
Rights fought back—defending 
the most vulnerable and insisting 
that the rule of law be upheld. Our 
innovative work is setting national 
precedent and providing blueprints 
for advocates across the country, 
solidifying our role as a leader in the 
movement for immigrant justice.

LCR stood with Gladys Vega of La Colaborativa 
to announce our lawsuit to protect birthright 
citizenship for all children born in the 
United States.
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Protecting Birthright Citizenship 
Doe et al. v. Trump et al. 

Just hours after the Trump Administration took office, LCR filed a 
federal lawsuit challenging a flagrantly unconstitutional Executive Order 
designed to strip citizenship from children born in the United States to 
certain immigrant parents. We quickly secured a preliminary injunction 
from the federal court, and then won a resounding victory in October, 
when the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit upheld the favorable 
ruling. This landmark lawsuit is ensuring that American-born children 
cannot be stripped of their rights based on the immigration status of 
their parents. This work is being led in close collaboration with the 
Brazilian Worker Center and La Colaborativa. In times like these, free 
legal support from LCR is one of the most critical interventions to protect 
families and communities.

Defending Sanctuary Cities 
City of Chelsea, City of Somerville v. Trump et al. 

LCR is litigating a federal lawsuit on behalf of the City of Chelsea and 
the City of Somerville to preserve their ability to adopt policies that 
avoid local entanglement in federal immigration enforcement. Our 
case is in direct response to threats from the Trump Administration to 
withdraw federal funding from sanctuary cities. This work reinforces 
that municipalities have constitutional rights, and that the safety of all 
residents depends on trust—not coercion. This case will set a precedent 
with nationwide implications for sanctuary cities.

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/litigation/trumps-birthright-citizenship-ban-remains-blocked-on-appeal
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/07/17/metro/somerville-chelsea-preliminary-injunction/
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Standing Up to ICE 
In response to increasingly violent, aggressive, and illegal immigration 
enforcement led by rogue and lawless federal agents, LCR has filed a 
series of civil rights complaints to hold the government accountable 
for its excessive force and unlawful acts, which are creating harm 
and trauma across communities. As some of the earliest filed in the 
country, LCR’s complaints were made public to serve as blueprints for 
advocates nationwide.

LCR Litigation Director Oren Sellstrom and 
Chelsea City Manager Fidel Maltez spoke 
with press following a hearing in LCR’s 
sanctuary cities lawsuit.

Photo: Boston Globe/Getty Images
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Guerrero v. ICE

The Guerrero-Flores family was driving to church on Mother’s Day when 
ICE officers surrounded their vehicle. ICE agents smashed the car window 
and violently arrested Mr. Flores while his wife and three minor children 
watched from the car in terror. ICE failed to identify themselves, failed to 
produce a warrant, and failed to follow laws and regulations governing 
arrest and detention. Now, the family has been torn apart and is suffering 
extreme emotional and physical trauma. LCR and our community partner, 
La Colaborativa, are supporting the family.

LCR client Kenia Guerrero spoke at a press 
conference convened by Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley following the violent 
arrest of her husband on Mother’s Day in 
Chelsea, Massachusetts.

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/06/30/opinion/ice-husband-deported-children-disability/
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Pineda v. ICE 

Jose Pineda, a lawful immigrant in the country, was arrested and 
detained by ICE on his way to work. Although he provided them with 
documentation and explained his lawful status, ICE agents asserted that 
if he “was not born here, he had no rights.” ICE handcuffed him, chained 
him, and detained him for two days in inhumane conditions. Mr. Pineda is 
suffering mentally and physically from the harrowing experience. LCR is 
seeking damages for ICE’s reckless, discriminatory, and unconstitutional 
conduct, including false arrest, excessive force, and prolonged inhumane 
detention. LCR and our community partner, Centro Presente, are 
supporting the Pineda family.

Mercedes Pineda, wife of LCR client 
Jose Pineda, speaks at press conference 
organized by Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley.

https://www.wgbh.org/news/local/2025-08-07/east-boston-immigrant-pursues-ice-complaint-over-detention
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Defending the Due Process Rights of Youth

LCR is demanding answers after a 13-year-old child in Everett ended 
up in ICE custody following a police interaction. We have filed a public 
records request and called for a state-led investigation into whether local 
police unlawfully coordinated the child’s transfer to ICE custody. State 
law prohibits local law enforcement agencies from prolonging detentions 
to assist immigration officers in making arrests. This work is critical to 
protecting fundamental due process rights and upholding the rule of 
law. It also carries significant implications for law enforcement practices 
locally and nationally, especially as ICE escalates enforcement.

Fighting for Humanitarian Protections

LCR continues legal challenges to the Trump Administration’s efforts to 
end humanitarian protections for Haitian and Venezuelan immigrants. 
The move disregards ongoing humanitarian crises in these countries, is 
overtly racist, and violates the statute governing Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS).

Victory for Martha’s Vineyard Migrants

LCR’s lawsuit filed by the Martha’s Vineyard migrants and Alianza 
Americas with pro bono support from Foley Hoag received the green 
light to proceed with claims against the plane company, Vertol Systems, 
which transported the migrants to Massachusetts. This case has secured 
the first victory of its kind in a matter concerning illegal transportation of 
migrants across state lines.

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/10/17/metro/ice-notified-teen-arrested-everett-police/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/trump-noem-temporary-protected-status-venezuela-college-students/?mc_cid=f7636be642&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/03/us/migrants-marthas-vineyard-texas-boston/index.html
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LCR IN THE COMMUNITY 

Where Art Meets Law 
LCR’s inaugural Artist-in-Residence, Chanel Thervil, is integrating art-
making and storytelling into our Know-Your-Rights trainings. At a recent 
youth session with the Hyde Square Task Force, participants learned 
about judicial warrants and created collages of their “safe spaces,” using 
art as a tool for reflection and healing. This work is part of LCR’s new 
effort to blend legal education with creativity to strengthen community 
resilience. LCR’s Artist-in-Residence is essential because laws, on 
their own, aren’t enough. Real change requires narrative-building and 
narrative-shifting to reinforce legal and community precedent and to 
confront and heal the harms that the law alone can’t fix.

LCR Artist-in-Residence Chanel Thervil 
(front center), with youth from the 
Hyde Square Task Force.

Photo: Jacarrea Garraway
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CORE PRACTICE AREA

Education

Now more than ever, as inequities 
deepen and discrimination 
persists, Lawyers for Civil Rights 
uplifts the voices of students 
who face educational injustice, 
protecting their right to learn in an 
environment free from racism. LCR 
also advocates for fair, fully funded 
schools so that every child has the 
resources they need to thrive in 
every community.

LCR presented a youth Know Your Rights 
workshop at Hyde Square Task Force.

Photo: Jacarrea Garraway
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Standing Up to Racial Bullying

LCR continues to respond to a growing wave of racial bullying in our 
schools, with new challenges posed this year by the federal government’s 
dismantlement of the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR). Without federal oversight of civil rights violations in 
schools, LCR’s role in seeking justice for our clients has become even 
more critical. 

Cases we are pursuing include:

→ The racial bullying of two Black sisters who were relentlessly
mocked for their hair and skin tone in Millbury Public Schools.

→ A Black student who was violently attacked by a white
Brookline Public Schools classmate, who pinned him to the
ground, pressed a knee to his neck, and mockingly yelled,
“George Floyd, George Floyd.”

→ A Black middle school student in Melrose Public Schools, who
was subjected to repeated racial bullying that escalated into
physical violence.

LCR has already made significant progress protecting students, most 
recently reaching a favorable settlement with the Southwick–Tolland–
Granville Regional School District. The resolution provides closure for the 
family and reinforces the district’s ongoing commitment to fostering a 
safe and inclusive school environment.

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/05/13/metro/trump-education-department-civil-rights-ocr-complaints/
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Racial Bullying in School Sports
LCR v. Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) 

In response to ever-increasing racialized incidents against Black student 
athletes at school sporting events sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA), LCR and pro bono counsel 
from Anderson & Kreiger filed a public records lawsuit against the 
MIAA demanding enhanced transparency around policies and protocols 
to combat these incidents of discrimination, harassment and bullying. 
The MIAA is uniquely positioned to confront these racist incidents, yet 
it has repeatedly resisted efforts to bring its policies into the light. What 
happens in Massachusetts will have national implications, as other state 
athletic authorities watch how this matter unfolds.

Equal Access to Public Schools 
LCR et al. v. Town of Saugus

After months of persistent legal advocacy by LCR and our allies, the 
Saugus Public Schools abandoned its exclusionary student admissions 
policy, which had effectively restricted access to public education for 
immigrant and housing-insecure students.

In 2023, Saugus began requiring families to complete the town census 
before enrollment. LCR and Massachusetts Advocates for Children 
(MAC) demanded repeal of the policy, which illegally placed undue 
burdens on immigrant and housing-insecure families. Anderson & 
Kreiger subsequently filed a public records lawsuit to uncover public 
records concerning the inner workings of the exclusionary policy and the 
full extent of its harm, prompting a state-level review.

Buckling under this sustained legal pressure, the Saugus School 
Committee agreed to remove the census requirement shortly before the 
start of the 2025–2026 school year, ensuring that all students can once 
again enroll.

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/08/22/opinion/school-sports-harassment/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/08/12/metro/saugus-school-immigrant-lawsuit/
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CORE PRACTICE AREA

Housing

Access to safe, stable, and 
affordable housing is a civil rights 
crisis unfolding locally, regionally, 
and nationally. As the housing 
emergency deepens, Lawyers for 
Civil Rights is taking swift legal 
action to defend affordability 
and ensure communities 
remain housed.

LCR client Amy Case stands in her 
mobile home park.

Photo: AP/Michael Casey
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Protecting Residents in Mobile Home Parks
Case et al. v. Parakeet Communities LLC et al. 

LCR is actively litigating a class action lawsuit on behalf of low-income, 
senior, and disabled residents of two mobile home parks owned by 
Parakeet Communities in Auburn, Massachusetts. The owner has 
engaged in widespread exploitation of vulnerable residents, including 
through unconscionable rent increases. This cutting-edge case 
highlights a national issue affecting mobile home residents in many 
states, including those living in Parakeet Communities along the Eastern 
Seaboard. With pro bono counsel from Anderson & Kreiger, LCR aims to 
hold the owner accountable while preserving mobile home parks as one 
of the last bastions of affordable housing in America.

Fighting for Inclusionary Zoning

LCR has been at the forefront of pushing for enforcement of the MBTA 
Communities Act—a key strategy to dismantle exclusionary zoning laws 
that have prevented housing production and affordability. 

In partnership with Brown Rudnick, LCR sued the Town of Holden for its 
refusal to comply with the MBTA Communities Act and subsequently filed 
amicus briefs in response to two challenges to the state law.

Case after case, courts agreed with LCR that cities and towns covered 
by the law must do their part to address the state’s housing crisis 
by allowing critical multifamily development near public transit. 
Victories abound, including Holden reversing course and agreeing to 
comply voluntarily.

https://apnews.com/article/affordable-housing-rent-eviction-price-harvard-congress-f5411012e10fa78d0257c137e60c1be3
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/06/06/business/mbta-communities-lawsuit-housing/
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LCR IN THE COMMUNITY 

Housing Justice in Central 
Massachusetts 
LCR is building capacity for housing justice with the creation of a new 
Community Advisory Board in Greater Worcester. Working in close 
collaboration with the Central Massachusetts Housing Alliance 
(CMHA), NAACP - Worcester Branch, Worcester Interfaith, and UMass 
Memorial Hospital, we are expanding access to legal interventions that 
can move the needle on housing for thousands of residents. This work is 
part of the statewide Massachusetts Community Health and Healthy 
Aging initiative.

Saving Healthcare for Black 
and Latinx Seniors
On behalf of residents of the Edgar P. Benjamin Healthcare Center in 
Mission Hill, LCR secured the appointment of a receiver to take over 
the facility’s management to avoid imminent harm to patients. The 
facility known as “the Benjamin”—created nearly 100 years ago—serves 
mostly Black and Latinx seniors in Mission Hill. It had suffered a litany of 
problems due to recent mismanagement and was on the brink of closure 
when LCR stepped in to secure receivership and protect the residents’ 
health. LCR is now working with the receiver to transfer the Benjamin 
to a new, more stable owner-operator, which will ensure that vulnerable 
residents can stay safely in their homes.
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CORE PRACTICE AREA

Voting Rights

Every vote counts, but voting 
rights are under siege. As barriers 
to the ballot grow, Lawyers for Civil 
Rights is taking swift legal action to 
protect access to the polls, defend 
our democracy, and ensure that 
voting happens freely and safely.

Voter Registration Support in Hospitals

LCR and our allies—Massachusetts Voter Table, MassVOTE, New 
England Community Project, and NUBE East Boston—are working 
to ensure that vulnerable patients at Massachusetts’ public hospitals 
receive the voter registration support guaranteed under the National 
Voter Registration Act (NVRA). LCR has called on the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth to require public hospitals to provide applications and 
assistance. Together with pro bono counsel from Robinson & Cole, we 
are now pressing the Secretary’s office to bring the hospitals into full 
legal compliance. 

Same-Day Election Registration

Working with the Election Modernization Coalition, LCR is pushing for 
same-day voter registration. The current 10-day cutoff disenfranchises 
many eligible voters. LCR recently submitted testimony to the Joint 
Committee on Election Laws in support of same-day registration and 
other measures that expand and protect the electorate.

https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/move-over-motor-voters-its-time-for-patient-participation/ 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ts49DtwJODubrja8uvoRefQ4ncQixRKc 
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CORE PRACTICE AREA

Employment

As workplace discrimination 
intensifies nationally, Lawyers 
for Civil Rights is standing with 
affected workers and leading the 
push for robust protections and 
meaningful diversity in hiring.

LCR client Aketa Narang Kapur, a former 
assistant superintendent in Boston  
Public Schools.
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Protecting Linguistic Diversity in Boston Public Schools
Kapur v. Boston Public Schools et. al.

LCR and pro bono counsel from Pontikes Law filed a race discrimination 
and retaliation case on behalf of a South Asian multilingual educator 
and administrator forced out of Boston Public Schools after she raised 
concerns about the treatment of English Language Learner students in 
the district.

Defending Immigrant Workers

LCR won a major victory for a DACA recipient who was unlawfully denied 
employment in a fast-food restaurant despite valid work authorization. 
The settlement compensates our client and mandates systemic reforms 
to prevent future immigration-status discrimination. The message is 
unmistakable: immigrant workers have rights, and LCR will defend them.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Public Schools 
Edwards v. Framingham Public Schools

LCR filed a civil rights complaint on behalf of Saundra Edwards, a former 
Framingham Public Schools diversity manager who was retaliated 
against for challenging discrimination. The case exposes systemic 
racism—especially against Black women—and comes at a moment when 
DEI officers nationwide are being pushed out without cause.

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/03/15/metro/boston-public-schools-whistleblower-lawsuit-english-learners/
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/our-impact/employment/victory-for-daca-recipient/
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/our-impact/employment/diversity-manager-files-lawsuit-against-framingham/
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LCR IN THE COMMUNITY 

Capacity-Building and 
Sector Effectiveness 
Amid sweeping executive orders targeting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
(DEI) programs, LCR launched legal clinics and created resources to help 
nonprofits navigate compliance and safeguard the sustainability of their 
work. In partnership with The Boston Foundation, the Barr Foundation, 
and pro bono allies, LCR is providing nonprofit clients with legal guidance 
on emerging compliance issues for organizations advancing DEI, serving 
immigrant communities, and navigating unprecedented attacks on the 
nonprofit sector. This work has major sector-wide implications, helping 
nonprofits protect their missions, maintain operational stability, and 
continue serving communities without disruption or federal interference.

Photo: Hoang 'Leon' Nguyen
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CORE PRACTICE AREA

Police 
Accountability

As law enforcement abuses 
spark national outrage, Lawyers 
for Civil Rights is on the front 
lines defending the dignity and 
rights of civilians—especially 
communities of color—in their 
interactions with police. This 
work is increasingly vital as 
policing practices face intense 
national scrutiny. Lawyers for 
Civil Rights upholds the dignity 
and rights of communities of 
color as they interact with law 
enforcement.

Black-led running crew, TrailblazHers,  
is being represented by LCR.
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Running While Black in Boston 
TrailblazHers v. Boston Athletic Association et al. 

With pro bono counsel from Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LCR represents 
TrailblazHers Run Co., a Black-led running crew, in a groundbreaking 
federal discrimination lawsuit against the Boston Athletic Association 
(BAA) and the Newton Police Department. The suit challenges the 
racial profiling and harassment TrailblazHers members experienced 
at the 2023 Boston Marathon. In March 2025, a federal judge refused 
to dismiss the case, allowing the racial discrimination and public 
accommodations claims to move forward—a major victory in the fight 
against racial profiling.

Equity in School Discipline 
McLaughlin v. Nichols College 

In 2024, LCR and the Worcester NAACP demanded accountability after 
two Black student leaders at Nichols College were unfairly punished for 
defending themselves, while white students who instigated the incident 
walked away without consequences. LCR and pro bono counsel from 
Zalkind, Duncan & Bernstein are now pursuing all legal avenues to 
secure immediate reforms and end the College’s racially discriminatory 
disciplinary practices.

https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2025/03/21/discrimination-suit-against-baa-city-of-newton-allowed-to-proceed/
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Police Reform That Benefits All 
Chrispin v. Cox

LCR and pro bono counsel from Conn Kavanaugh filed a lawsuit for a 
decorated Black Haitian Boston police officer demoted after accepting 
an appointment to the POST Commission, the police reform body 
created after George Floyd’s murder. Mr. Chrispin accepted the role 
because he believes police reform and effective policing are aligned, and 
that community trust strengthens public safety. The unceremonious 
demotion underscores why action is essential: police accountability is a 
vital component of law enforcement leadership.

LCR client Eddy Chrispin, a former 
member of the Boston Police Department's 
command staff and 25-year veteran of 
the department.

Photo: Boston Globe/Getty Images

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/04/03/metro/boston-police-post-eddy-chrispin-michael-cox/
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CORE PRACTICE AREA

Economic 
Justice

Lawyers for Civil Rights is driving 
wealth-building in low-income 
communities through BizGrow, 
providing essential free legal 
aid, small-business support, and 
technical assistance to more than 
2,000 entrepreneurs each year.

LCR | BizGrow held its second annual 
BizGrow Conference in Springfield in 2025.

Photo: Hoang 'Leon' Nguyen
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BizGrow Conferences in Boston and Springfield

LCR hosted our signature small business conferences in Boston and 
Springfield. At the ninth annual BizGrow Conference in Boston, more 
than 250 entrepreneurs participated in a full day of individualized 
legal support, workshops, and business resources. In Springfield, the 
conference featured a business resource fair with over 15 organizations, 
connecting entrepreneurs to the broader ecosystem of support in 
Western Massachusetts. Across both events, nearly 200 pro bono 
attorneys provided critical assistance to small business clients, with 
participation from Blank Rome, Casner & Edwards, Commvault, Foley 
Hoag, Goodwin Procter, Kirkland & Ellis, Latham & Watkins, Lovett 
O’Brien, Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris Glovsky and Popeo, Morgan Lewis 
& Bockius, Nutter McClennen & Fish, Ropes & Gray, Sidley Austin, 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, and WilmerHale.

The second annual BizGrow Conference in Springfield.

Photo: Hoang 'Leon' Nguyen

https://www.masslive.com/westernmass/2025/11/wmass-small-biz-conference-puts-fledgling-entrepreneurs-in-touch-with-lawyers.html
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Model Lease

BizGrow partnered with Anderson & Kreiger and Graffito SP to produce 
a small business-friendly commercial lease template for landlords. As 
real estate pressures intensify across rapidly developing communities, 
this tool meets a growing need. A built-in user guide makes commercial 
real estate terminology accessible for first-time small business tenants.

East Boston Cultural District

LCR is collaborating with local groups to secure a Cultural District 
designation for East Boston, strengthening support for the artists, 
cultural institutions, and small businesses that define the neighborhood. 
We have convened more than 20 community groups to identify 
shared values and key anchors, and this year produced a district map 
highlighting cultural sites and businesses. Bain Capital is providing pro 
bono support to help measure economic and financial impact of a cultural 
designation, ensuring the initiative is data-driven and sustainable. 
In October, the Boston City Council passed a resolution supporting 
the creation of the East Boston Cultural District. This effort is vital for 
narrative building, placemaking, and placekeeping, and offers a model for 
creative and entrepreneurial initiatives regionally and nationally—where 
business, art, and community converge.

EAST BOSTON CULTURAL DISTRICT COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Atlantic Works Gallery, Boston Harbor Now, Centro Presente, East Boston Artists Group, 
East Boston Community Council, East Boston Main Streets, Eastie Farm, Greater Boston 
Latino Network, GreenRoots, Harbor Arts, Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción (IBA), Institute 
of Contemporary Art (ICA), Maverick Landing Community Services, and Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center.

https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/our-impact/economic-justice/new-resource-for-small-businesses-model-lease/
https://www.bizjournals.com/boston/news/2025/03/28/recognition-for-eastie-s-cultural-economy.html
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SMALL BUSINESS FEATURE

Sweet Teez Bakery
Sweet Teez Bakery is opening its first 
brick-and-mortar location in Dorchester! 
A BizGrow client since launching in 2016, 
the bakery has long envisioned having a 
physical storefront. 

Founder Teresa Maynard will now bring 
her beloved nut-free cupcakes, cakes, 
cookies, and pies to her home community 
in Dorchester.

Lawyers for Civil Rights

Small Business 
Features
BizGrow provides free legal assistance, business support, and technical 
assistance to low-income entrepreneurs, people of color, immigrants, 
and women—ensuring they encounter fewer obstacles and more 
opportunities. The small business owners we support have big dreams, 
but limited resources. From family-owned restaurants to green 
economy startups, they play an important role in their local communities
—helping individuals achieve self-sufficiency, creating jobs, and 
contributing to the vibrancy of our Commonwealth. Growing a business 
takes courage, creativity, and commitment. With our support, local 
business owners can put down firm roots based on sound advice—and 
thrive.
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SMALL BUSINESS FEATURE

Madhrasi Chai
Let’s use this version: Nancy Daniel, the 
founder of Madhrasi Chai, first came to 
BizGrow in 2024, where volunteer attorneys 
helped her trademark her brand and 
create contract templates. This year, as 
she prepared to partner with a distributor 
and bring Madhrasi Chai to even more 
coffee shops, she returned for guidance 
on a manufacturing agreement with a new 
copacker.

Thanks to BizGrow’s network of volunteer 
lawyers, Nancy received the legal support 
she needed to reach this exciting milestone 
for her business.

SMALL BUSINESS FEATURE

Carlos Ly Photography
After years of running a successful 
photography business in Peru, Carlos Ly 
relaunched his business in Somerville 
in 2021. Today, he focuses on portraits, 
nonprofit clients, and commercial 
photography for entrepreneurs and small 
business owners.

When Carlos needed form contracts to 
support his growing work, he reached 
out to BizGrow. Through our pro bono 
network, we developed templates for 
everything from small freelance shoots 
to major events like weddings and 
community celebrations.
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