LAWYERS FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS
BOSTON

The Honorable Maura Healey
Governor of Massachusetts
Massachusetts State House
24 Beacon Street, Room 280
Boston, MA 02133

October 17, 2025

Attorney General Andrea Joy Campbell
Office of the Attorney General

One Ashburton Place

Boston, MA 02108

Interim Secretary Susan Terrey

Executive Office of Public Safety and Security
1 Ashburton Place, Suite 2133

Boston, MA 02108

Re: ICE Detention of Massachusetts Middle School Student
Dear Governor Healey, Attorney General Campbell, and Interim Secretary Terrey:

Lawyers for Civil Rights (LCR) is deeply concerned about the role of the Everett
Police Department in the recent detention and transfer of a 13-year-old child to ICE
custody. This troubling incident underscores a broader pattern of escalating immigration
enforcement in Massachusetts and calls for the Commonwealth’s immediate investigation
into potential violations of well-established precedent under Lunn v. Commonwealth.! It
also highlights the urgent need for clear statewide guidance to law enforcement to ensure
compliance with Lunn and other applicable legal protections.

The investigation and guidance must particularly address the special circumstances
that arise in cases involving youth. The Commonwealth should issue explicit protocols
governing the permissible length of detention and the prompt release of minors to their
parents or guardians. These safeguards are essential to prevent unnecessary separation,
ensure parental presence during any proceedings, and protect the rights and well-being of
children. In addition, where arrest and detention involve school settings, additional
protections under Plyler v. Doe are implicated.2

Everett police officers reportedly detained the minor near a school bus stop, booked
and fingerprinted him, and told his mother she could come take him home.3 After waiting

1477 Mass. 517 (2017).
2 Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982).
3 See, e.g., Marcela Rodrigues, Everett 13-year-old arrested by ICE and sent to Virginia detention facility,
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for over an hour at the police station, the mother believes she withessed ICE agents take
her child into custody.*

While the facts are still unfolding, this alarming sequence of events raises serious
questions about coordination between local law enforcement and federal immigration
authorities and about whether Everett police officers violated Lunn and other legal
restrictions. The fact that the boy’s mother was notified that she should come to the police
station to take her son home strongly suggests that police at that point were no longer
authorized to continue to hold him in custody. Yet when she arrived at the police station,
there was an hour-long delay—and then her son was taken by ICE. It appears that Everett
police transferred custody of the boy directly to ICE, rather than releasing him as Lunn
would require. Other conduct by Everett police officers was similarly questionable. For
example, ICE has suggested that Everett police affirmatively reached out to ICE to notify
them about the minor’s detention and impending release; if so, it is unclear under what
authority Everett police released this non-public information about a minor.

Even the appearance of prolonged detention and violations of the law is intolerable.
Such conduct sows deep fear and distrust in law enforcement at every level. Under
Massachusetts law, any delay by Everett police officers that enabled or facilitated the
child’s transfer to ICE custody would constitute an unlawful act.®> If the officers acted
unlawfully, it reflects either a fundamental misunderstanding of the limits of their authority—
or a deliberate disregard for those limits. The specter of delay demands an immediate
investigation to restore public trust and confidence.

In light of unprecedented and increasing ICE activity in Massachusetts,® LCR
demands that the Commonwealth immediately take the following actions:

1) Investigate the circumstances of ICE’s arrest of the 13-year-old boy in Everett to
determine if Everett police officers unlawfully extended his detention or otherwise
violated applicable legal protections. The Commonwealth should appoint an
independent investigator to closely examine the precise timeline and sequence of
police actions and related events.

The Boston Globe (Oct. 12, 2025 at 4:54pm), https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/10/12/metro/everett-13-
year-old-arrested-by-ice/; Sean Cotter, Marcela Rodrigues & Shelley Murphy, ‘This is different.” What the
case of the arrested 13-year-old in Everett tells us about ICE, The Boston Globe (Oct. 15, 2025 at 8:59pm),
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/10/15/metro/everett-ice-arrest/.

4 See, e.g., Tonya Alanez, DHS insists Everett police ‘notified’ ICE agents of teen’s arrest, The Boston
Globe (Oct. 17, 2025 at 7:17am), https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/10/17/metro/ice-notified-teen-
arrested-everett-police/.

5 See Lunn, 477 Mass. at 537; see also Attorney General Guidance: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: ICE
Enforcement — A Guide for Immigrants, Families, and Communities (May 29, 2025),
https://www.mma.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/05.29.2025-AGO-ICE-Guidance-Final.pdf.

6 See, e.g., Hamed Aleaziz, ICE Has Begun Immigration Crackdown in Massachusetts, N.Y. Times (Sep. 6,
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/06/us/politics/ice-operation-boston.html (cleaned up).
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2) Issue updated guidance and mandatory training for all state and local law
enforcement agencies to ensure compliance with Lunn and related legal
standards. This guidance should clarify the legal limitations of notifying ICE of
impending release times or delaying the lawful release of immigrants in custody,
and it must emphasize the heightened protections that apply in cases involving
youth.

3) Establish an independent state-level oversight body or task force—composed
of civil rights advocates, legal experts, and community representatives—to monitor
compliance with Lunn and related due process protections.

4) Refer officers with repeated violations of Lunn or Plyler to the Massachusetts
Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Commission’s Office of Police
Accountability and Decertification for decertification proceedings.

5) Provide remedies and compensation for affected families, including access to
social services and trauma-informed care for children impacted by unlawful or
improper detention in violation of Lunn or Plyler.

Lawyers for Civil Rights respectfully requests a meeting to discuss this urgent matter. To
arrange the meeting, please contact office@lawyersforcivilrights.org. We look forward to
working collaboratively to protect our children.

Respectfully,

Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal, Esq.
Oren Sellstrom, Esq.

Jillian Lenson, Esq.

Brooke Simone, Esq.
Lawyers for Civil Rights

Cc:  Mayor of the City of Everett
Everett City Council
MA POST Commission
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